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Budget train-wreck derails nuclear and livestock bills

The unresolved budget impasse be-
tween the two houses of the General
Assembly resulted in the demise of four
bills important to KCC that were part of
a last-minute grand deal that never hap-
pened as time ran out.

On the energy side, SB 26, spon-
sored by Sen Leeper and permitting
nuclear facilities without a permanent
disposal plan, passed the Senate early in
the session and had been lurking in the
House Appropriations and Revenue
Committee. In a last-minute move, the
bill was attached to HB 213, Rep Ad-
kins’ carbon dioxide pipeline bill, which
was close to passage by both houses.
However, that bill and its nuclear ca-
boose failed to pass in time.

SB 105, establishing a “Livestock
Care Standards Commission” and spon-
sored by Sen Givens, passed the Senate
and, with a substitute, the House. It
failed when the Senate failed to concur
with the House substitute. Conserva-
tionists viewed the bill as a stalking
horse for factory farms, and KCC op-
posed it.

HB 562 appeared out of nowhere in
the waning weeks to advance a key as-
pect of bill proposed by the KY Sus-
tainable Energy Alliance but decoupled
from the third locomotive in House
Leader Adkins’ energy reforms, HB 3
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(see next column). The “feed-in tariff”
bill sponsored by Rep Pullin would have
increased limits on residential renewable
generation and required utilities to pur-
chase production above utilization at cost-
based rates. The bill sailed through the
House but collided with the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee, where it was buried.

Introduced late in the session, HB 598
sponsored by Rep Combs would have
strengthened regulatory controls on rogue
logging operations. A result of years-long
discussions among forest managers and
legislators, it failed to pass out of commit-
tee before adjournment.

HB 419 establishing the Kentucky
Land Stewardship and Conservation
Fund, sponsored by Rep Hoffman and a
continuing KCC priority, passed the
House but ended on a siding in the Senate
Natural Resources Committee (see Bruce
Williams’ article, “Eye on the Session”).

Sustainable energy bills stall
in House committee

Omnibus energy legislation (HB 408)
written by the KY Sustainable Energy
Alliance (of which KCC is a member)
was doomed to fester in the House Natu-
ral Resources and Energy Committee, and
a similar bill, HB 3, sponsored by House
Leader Adkins but with fewer features
and weaker standards, met a similar fate.

Both bills established “Renewable
Energy Portfolio” standards that utilities
must meet consistent with the Governor’s
2009 energy plan. HB 408, sponsored by
Rep Moberly, was never heard in the
House Natural Resources and Energy
Committee; HB 3 received a hearing in
the same committee but the standards it
proposed were swiftly weakened as hear-
ings continued. It too never emerged from
the committee.

—eye on the session—

KY conservation initiative
will survive GA’s inaction
this session

By Bruce Williams,
KCC Legislative Agent

Although our latest bill failed, the
movement for a comprehensive state
conservation program remains intact.

HB 419 passed the House but stalled
in the Senate when private property activ-
ists unexpectedly appeared to oppose the
bill; although a number of Senators ral-
lied to the cause, the bill failed when the
legislative clock ran out.

We learned a lot from HB 419, not
the least of which is that we’re going to
need a lot more help from a lot more
places if we hope to provide the long-
term funding a comprehensive land con-
servation program requires.

Recent meetings among KCC, the
Heritage Land Conservation Fund, the
Nature Conservancy, the Trust for Public
Lands, and other conservation groups
hold out the hope of just such a concerted
effort. The Nature Conservancy and the
Trust for Public Lands bring to the table
their nationwide experience with lobby-
ing and ballot initiatives on behalf of
comprehensive conservation initiatives.

With their help | believe that we can
take this effort to the next level. No one
group can do this.

It will have to be an effort from all
conservation, recreation and general en-
vironmental groups, and there will need
to be a willingness to put aside some in-
dividual interests for the good of a com-
prehensive program.

It’s been a long road, and the journey
isn’t over. To steal a quote from Winston
Churchill: “This is not the end. It is not
even the beginning of the end. But it is,
perhaps, the end of the beginning.

Onward to 2011!

Visit us on the web: www.kyconservation.org
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KCC Alert

2010 conservation and energy
legislation that will become law

Not much legislation passed the 2010 session, and that’s also
true for legislation that KCC monitored during it. Here’s our
end-of-year roundup on bills we watched that passed:

Fish and Wildlife: SB 64 (Sen Tapp) makes substantial changes
in how the Fish and Wildlife Department is administered. Al-
though the bill centers on legislative oversight of the F & W
Commission and the Commissioner’s appointment, the bill also
served as a Christmas tree for other agendas, including restrict-
ing F & W officers to enforcing only F & W rules and permit-
ting the public to possess firearms not used for hunting on F &
W lands. KCC opposed the bill because of the personal safety
risk those latter provisions create for F & W officers, who pro-
tect many of Kentucky’s conservation lands.

School Energy Efficiency: SB 132 (Sen Stine) encourages con-
struction and renovation of school buildings using “efficient
design concepts.” KCC supported the bill.

Apiaries: SIR 177 (Sen Givens) encourages the KY Department
of Transportation to identify potential pollinator habitat along
highways and to work cooperatively with Fish and Wildlife and
local bee-keeping clubs to renovate it. KCC supported the bill.

Petroleum Storage Tanks: HB 124 (Rep Yonts) extends the
deadline for the registration of underground storage tanks. KCC
supported the bill. HB 378 (Rep McKee) prohibits the fund from
limiting the number of tanks whose removal is reimbursed.

Surface Mining: HB 283 (Rep Gooch) increases mining permit
fees so the Dept for Natural Resources can hire more reviewers.
KCC believed the bill needed amendment to include funds for a
corresponding increase in the needed number of inspectors, but
the bill passed as written.

Agriculture: HB 486 (Rep McKee) includes “sustainable agri-
culture” in the definition of “agricultural operation” for many
laws. KCC supported the bill.
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Stormwater and Sewers: HB 804 (Rep Sinette), written at the
request of northern Kentucky Sewer District #1, requires the Dept
for Environmental Protection to consider affordability and other
factors when permitting wet weather discharges. KCC opposed the
bill because EPA regulations for wet weather discharges already
include affordability measures.

Alternative Fuels: HB662 (Rep Owens) includes coal waste and
coal with biomass in the category of fuels whose production is
eligible for tax credits. HB 589 (Rep Adkins) provides incentives
for liquid fuels produced from natural gas.

For a full listing of the final status of 2010 bills tracked by KCC,
log on to our website: www.kyconservation.org.
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Final Status of 2010 Bills tracked by KCC

NOTE: At our meetings during the session, the board of KCC tracks bills before the General Assembly that fall within our mission
and considers what KCC’s position on them should be. Bills that are central to our mission are identified as “Priority” for work by
our lobbyist and to encourage communications with legislators by our members. The newsletter is sent out immediately after our
meetings and should be inclusive of legislative activity up to the Friday evening prior to your receiving this newsletter. Information
that has been added or changed from our last newsletter is in bold.

Senate Bills and Resolutions

Bill No Polz;(i:on Priority Sponsor Summary Sta::ist /t ::m-
. Seum, P. L. . .
SB 6 Monitor Clark Limits use of metal detectors in state parks to public areas. S-S & L Govt
B 14 Support Pendleton, |Creates Iicensing Prqgram in Dept of Agriculture for groyvers of industrial 5-Ag
P. Clark hemp; requires criminal records check and random testing of fields.
5 26 Strongly ‘/ Leeper, Win- Ends prohibcijt.ion oflce;'tific?tion of ne.w nuhc.ls.ar facilities \{\/itho:; a .;I).I;?n fohr Passed Senate
Oppose ters permanent isposal of nuclear waste; prohibits construction of facilities that H-A & R
receive or create low-level waste.
Changes standards for environmental remediation from EPA Region 9 to R 3.
. . Passed Senate
SB 56 Support Leeper Last minute floor amendments added the House budget and transportation H-A & R
bills.
SB 63 Support Rhoades Increases mine subsidence reinsurance from $100k to $300k. S-NR & E
Subjects appointments to the F & W Resource Commission to Senate ratifica-
tion; prohibits co-mingling of moneys in Fish & Game Fund; requires Commis-
sion’s approval of Commissioner’s contract; restricts wildlife officers to en-
forcing F & W laws; deletes General Fund appropriations for F & W enforce- signed by the
SB 64 Oppose Tapp et al ment. Senate Committee Substitute (SCS) (2) adds: requires annual audits and Governor
replacement of hunting land transferred to other uses; permits firearms not
used for hunting; requires separation of restricted funds; requires commis-
sioner’s annual review by commission; addresses transport of cervids across
the state; requires tiered penalties for firearm hunting during bow season.
Passed Senate
Strongly Establishes a “Kentucky Livestock Care Standards Commission”; prohibits local |HCS passed
SB 105 Oppose \/ Givens et al [government from issuing more stringent requirements. (SCS) cannot preempt |House
local planning and zoning. (HCS) prohibits enforcement of standards. Senate fails to
concur
B 132 Support Stine, Harris Encpurages cons”tructionland renovation of school l:.)uildings using “efficient  |Signed by
design concepts”; establishes a trust fund and requires reports. Governor
. Allows billboard owners to apply to KDOT for “view permits” to trim vegeta- .
S8 133 Oppose Harris tion on the right of way in front of their signs. Cf HB 536. Withdrawn
. “Stream Saver Bill.” Prohibits placing mining overburden in streams and re-
5B 139 Support Stein quires restoration of original contours of the mined land. cf HB 396, HB 416 SNR&E
SB 160 Support Harper Angel |Sets standards for recycling electronics and establishes a task force. S-NR& E
SB 185 Support Higdon Requires public buildings tested for radon prior to occupancy. S-LO & AR
SB 212 Support Schickel Provides tax credits to installers of solar PV in public buildings. Cf. HB 560. S-A&R
Requires State Apiarist to work with KDOT to identify potential pollinator ha- signed by the
SIR 177 Support Givens bitat and cooperate with F & W and local bee-keeping clubs to obtain appro- Governor
priate plants.
SR 90 Support Kerr, Denton |Creates a “green schools” caucus. Cf HR 24. Passed Senate




House Bills and Resolutions

. KCC e Status/
Bill No Position Priority Sponsor Summary Committee
HB 3 Support Adkins Sets benchmarks for utilities for energy efficiency, renewable energy, and low- H-NR & E
carbon resources.
HB 93 Support Meeks Requires state agencies to report on recycling programs. H-NR & E
HB 114 Support Combs et al |[Renames Pine Mountain Trail State Park the “Pine Mountain Scenic Trail.” 253::1:‘: the
HB 124 Support Yonts Extends registration deadline for petroleum storage tanks. Signed by the
Governor
HB 173 Monitor Hall et al HCS estébllshesix corporatlon.to est.abllsh a “KY Regional Mountain Passed House
Recreation Area” that may build trails patrolled by rangers. Senate Floor
. o . . Signed by
HB 175 Support Steele et al |Encourages pollinator habitat in reclaimed mine lands.
Governor
HB 197 Support Pasley et al |Extends waste tire fee four years (HCS). H-A &R
Gives pipeline companies eminent domain for transmission of carbon dioxide,
. . . . S ;i Passed House
and provides tax incentives. KCC is concerned about the constitutionality of SCS Passed
HB 213 Monitor Adkins et al |giving eminent domain capability to a private company. SCS puts pipeline Senate
under Siting Authority and adds language of SB 26 permitting construction H-Rules
of nuclear facilities.
Permits two or more wastewater authorities to organize regional wastewater
. commissions. HCS establishes pilot project in Bullitt, Hardin, Meade, Nelson, |Passed House
HB 221 M Belch | . -
onitor elchereta Oldham, Spencer counties. HFA addresses accountability and transparency S-S & L Govt
issues.
HB 240 Support Adkins Rejer'macts HB 2 passed Iétfe in the 2008 session related to High Performance  |Signed by
Buildings and energy efficiency. Governor
Needs Increase surface coal mining permit.feles from $375 to $2500 plus $75/ acre, signed by the
HB 283 Gooch but does not cover full cost of permitting and enforcement. SCS: revenues
Amendment SN . . Governor
stay in Div of Mine Permits.
Passed House
. . . SCS P d
. Governor’s budget. Environmental protection budget reductions are a con- asse
HR 290 Monitor Rand R Senate
cern. HCS replaces Governor’s budget. SCS replaces House budget.
Conference
Committee
HB 308 Subbort McKee, Establishes a “Forest Health Board”; includes forest fire prevention as part of |Passed House
PP Denham Forestry Division’s education program curriculum. S-NR&E
Constitutional amendment to establish funds for recreation, clean water, and
HB 31 Marzi . Lo ’ H-CA & IA
310 support arzian arts and increases sales tax 3/8 percent for 33 years to underwrite them. CA&
Needs revi- Provides for the promotion of horse trails on public lands including those pur-
HB 312 sion Nelson et al chased with moneys from the KY Heritage Land Fund. Cf HIR 192. HTD&E
McKee, Os- |Adds requirements to definition of agricultural district, requires districts less |Passed House
HB 318 Support . . . .
borne than 10 acres to have annual reviews and comply with conservation plans. S-Agriculture
HB 330 Monitor Henley Allows electronic multiple-message signs where billboards are permitted. H-Transptn
HB 348 Support Jenkins Requ.lres analyslls (?f environmental |mpa.|cts of local comprehensive plans; H-Local Govt
requires remediation plans, and protection of natural resources.
HB 362 Support Thompson et Permlts federal Energy Star home credits to be used for state individual tax H-A &R
al credits.
HB 378 Monitor McKee Prohibits petroleum storage tank env.|ror?mer.1ta| assurance fund from limiting |Signed by the
the number of tanks whose removal it will reimburse. Governor
Riner, Mar- |“Stream Saver” bill. Prohibits placing mining overburden in streams and re-
HB 396 S t . . . . - H-NR & E
HPPOF zian quires restoration of original contours of mined land. cf HB 416, SB 139.
Strongly Moberly Establishes portfolio standards for renewable energy and efficiencies; requires
HB 408 . . . . . H-NR & E
Support etal PSC to establish production-based incentive rates (see article, p. 1).
Marzian “Stream Saver” bill. Prohibits placing mining overburden in streams and re-
HB 416 S t . . . - H-NR & E
uppor etal quires restoration of original contours of mined land. cf HB 396, SB 139.
Strongly ‘/ Hoffman Establishes the Kentucky Land Stewardship and Conservation Fund (see ar- Passed House
HB 419 .
Support etal ticles, p. 1). S-Rules




House Bills and Resolutions ( cont ' d)

. KCC . Status/
Bill No Position Priority Sponsor Summary Committee
Prohibits Fish and Wildlife Dept from interfering with a county’s “stream clea-

HB 433 Oppose Yonts nups 'Fhat |mped.e str.eam water flow” on FISh apd W|!Id||fe prf)perty. Ho“use Passe.d.House
Committee Substitute includes metro sewer district as “authorized agent” and |S-Judiciary
requires supervision of DEP and compliance with state and federal rules.

HB 481 Monitor Thompson Extends ter.m for economic development incentives for environmental tech- H-A &R
nology businesses.

HB 485 Monitor Wayne Requires Louisville _Metro Cogncn to app_rove sewgr .and water rates prior to H-Local Govt
PSC approval; requires planning and zoning of facilities.

HB 486 Support McKee Irjclu::les sustainable agriculture within the definition of “agricultural opera-  |Signed by the
tion. Governor

Passed House

HB 489 Monitor Collins et al |Ends automatic addition of voluntary fees to special license plate renewals. N

S-Transptn
Needs Revi- Directs Div of Oil & Gas to plan for development of geologic carbon dioxide

HB 491 sion Yonts storage including condemnation, permitting, and assessments against genera- |H-NR & E
tors; creates KY Carbon Storage Authority and management fund.

HB 502 Monitor Moore Prohibits p.ubllc a.genaes from requmng compact fluorescent light bu!bs for H-A &R
energy savings without safe means of disposal; orders plans and studies.

Sinnette et |Requires Environmental Cabinet to consider affordability and other factors Signed by

HB 504 Oppose - .

al when permitting wet weather discharges. Governor
. Establishes a Waste Tire Working Group in Environmental Cabinet; extends
Needs Revi- Floyd, . - .
HB 529 . waste tire fee three years; permits use of funds for crumb rubber grants, tire |H-NR & E
sion Wuchner . .
derived fuel, and amnesties.
Strongly . . . . . .

HB 533 Support Pasley et al |Provides tax credits for retrofitting diesel engines to reduce air pollutants. H-Transptn
E ial bill fi itting. HCS furth fi P H

HB 536 Oppose Bell et al x.e'mpts noncommgraa bi -bo_ards ro_m sFaTte perm'ltt'mg i CS further defines |Passed House
critiera for exemption. SCS limits applicability to existing signs. S-Rules

HB 552 Monitor Owens Adds epgrgy-efﬂcnent foeIs including co.al waste an(.:i coal with biomass to Signed by the
those eligible for alternative fuel production tax credits. Governor

Webb-Edg- . . . . . -
HB 560 Support ington et al Provides tax credits to installers of solar PV in public buildings. Cf SB 212. H-A &R
. Creates feed-in-tariff program; authorizes PSC to set rates for renewable elec- |Passed House
HB 562 Support Pullin L . . . L.
upp ‘/ ui tricity; increases allowable capacity of customer generation and net metering. |S-Judiciary
Requires P f | f ffici i

HB 567 Support Hoffman equires .SC to adopt federal standards for energy efficiency, conservation, H-TD & Energy
demand-side management, etc.

HB 588 Monitor Adkins Authorizes tax incentives for up to 3 carbon storage projects incentivized by H-A& R
USDOE.

HB 589 Monitor Adkins P!'owdes incentives for liquid fuels from natural gas. Cf HB 3. HCS makes tech- |Signed by the
nical changes. Governor

Strongly . . “ ” P
HB 598 Support Combs Requires loggers to file NOI; creates “bad actors” for those who fail twice. H-NR & E
McKee, Pul- . . Passed House

HCR 171 Support lin Urges support for biomass and biofuels. S-NR & E

HIR 20 Oppose Fischer et al Prohibits enforc.ement of restrictions on carbon dioxide emissions by state H-NR & E
and local agencies and governments

HIR 187 Oppose Koenig et al S.upports federal legislation requiring EPA to consider affordability in control- House Floor
ling combined sewer overflows.

HIR 192 Support Nelson Encourages State Nature Preserves, KY F & W, and other state agencies to Passed House

PP cooperatively restore and manage the “Brush Mountain Trail.” S-Rules
HR 24 Support Marzian et al |Creates a “green Schools” caucus. Cf SR 90. Passed House
HR 132 Oppose Gooch et al |Urges Congress to postpone EPA regulation of greenhouse gases. Passed House




Visit us on the web: www.kyconservation.org

Join KCC!

The Kentucky Conservation Committee advocates with the members of the General Assembly
for the environmental and conservation concerns of its members.

Size matters! Join or contribute today!

Please check all that apply:
_ $25 (individual) _ $35 (family)  $15 (limited income)  $50 (contributor)  $100+(patron)  $365 (“365 Club”)

Total Enclosed: $

Name: My state representative (if you know):
City State ZIP - Home phone: ( ) -

ecause one of KCC’s main activities is influencing legislation, contributions are not tax deductible.
lease send your check and membership information to: KCC, P.O. Box 1152, Frankfort, KY 40602.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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i Address: My state senator (if you know):



